
Director of Religious Education  
Mrs. Pat McPherson  
Email pjy82pjm@hotmail.com  

More information on our parish website:  
https://stthomasgassaway.org 

Sharing God’s Blessings 

Date Collection 

May 11 & 12 $996 

By May 18, CSA 2024, we raised $2765 (56%) 
Thanks for your support  

For Flosie Warner— 
Rq by Phil + Theresa 

Tue May 21 — For Joe Bordonada 
Rq by Phil + Theresa 

Wednesday May 22  - Mass at 8:00 a.m  
Since Fr. Thien help Food Pantry at Risen Lord 

– For Harvey Given  Rq by Phil + Theresa 
Thursday  May 23 

For the Benefactors of our parish  
Fri May 24—For Christin Raynor & Dalton Sears  

Rq by Phil + Theresa 

Pastoral’s Pondering. 
Greetings on this Feast of the Pentecost,  
Dear Brothers and Sisters in the Lord! 
Happy Birthday, Catholic Church! Pentecost is one of the 

most ancient feasts in the church. Fifty days after Easter, Jesus 
gives to the church the Holy Spirit. Pentecost (literally: “fifty-
days”) was originally a Jewish feast commemorating the giving 
of the Ten Commandments at Mount Sinai, which took place 50 
days after the first Passover Meal. Today we celebrate the      
Solemnity of Pentecost, the beginning of the Church with the 
coming of the Holy Spirit. May we be open to the gifts of the 
Holy Spirit to strengthen and guide us. 

The Pentecost Feast today also gives us a unique oppor-
tunity to consider how the Holy Spirit is breathing newness of 
life into our parish family. There are many ways to recognize 
the Spirit’s work in the life of our church, such as celebrate lit-
urgy and sacraments; thru our ministries to help the needy, 
Food pantry, backpack program or walking with moms in 
need; but the chief significant, like the Apostles 2000 years ago, 
is the zeal and enthusiasm in bringing more people to Christ 
and His Church, to know the Good News of Salvation. Each 
year, the Church invites us to invite our neighbors, friends and 
relatives who are not Catholic and may be searching for a 
Church home and Christ. We  welcome all people of sincere 
heart who wish to know God and Christ for their lives according 
the teachings of the Roman Catholic Church. Jesus and The  
Holy Spirit’s Mission is Our Mission!  

Past two months, there have been 11 people who want to 
start OCIA at St. Thomas. Please keep them in your prayers and 
if you know someone wants to know more about our faith, 
please introduce them to us or let us know.  

Prayer to the Holy Spirit 
Come, Holy Spirit,  

fill the hearts of your faithful 
and kindle in them the fire of your love. 

Send forth your Spirit  
and they shall be created, 

and you shall renew the face of the earth. 
Let us pray. 

O God,  
who have taught the hearts of the faithful 

by the light of the Holy Spirit, 
grant that in the same Spirit  

we may be truly wise 
and ever rejoice in his consolation. 

                Through Christ our Lord. Amen.   
                                               ~  Fr. Thien   

Walking with Moms in Need 
      
The Pro-life mission doesn’t end with saving   babies from abor-
tion. It is just the  beginning. Women who choose life often need 
support during and after their  pregnancies.  
Walking with Moms in Need is a nationwide, parish-based initia-
tive to increase support for pregnant and parenting mothers in 
need. Our parish established this ministry on April 7, 2024.  If 
you would like to support us, the donation envelop is on vesti-
bule, or consider to donate diapers, baby wipes, baby clothes… 
Also, if you know any moms need help, please introduce them to 
us as well.  
 
Kari Friend: 304- 690-2001;   
Kathy Frame: 304-644-6938;  
Amber Green: 304- 678-5100,   
Anita Lang: 304-880-8031.   
St. Thomas,   
Fr. Thien 304-364-5895 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
Matthew McLaughlin  May 19 

Kari Friend   May 21 
Heinrich Harman  May 25 

May you have a Happy and 
Blessed Birthday! 

June’s Events!   
 Please check out the list of 

events. I encourage you to take 
part in these opportunities to 
deepen our faith and grow closer 
as a community of faith.  
1) June 9th, Altar Society will 

held the meeting after Mass. 
2) June 2nd  - On the Feast of 
the Body and Blood of Christ 
(Corpus Christi), we will have a 
Eucharistic Procession after our 
11:00 am Mass. We need for men 
volunteers for carry the proces-
sional canopy. Please dress nicely!  
Please let Fr. Thien know.   

June 16th : FATHER’S DAY 
DINNER after 11: 00 am Mass At 
parish hall or at Old high school 
food ball—next to our church.   

June 23rd: Parish and      
Financial Council Meeting  

Please mark your calendar 
Thank you. 

GOT LIFE QUESTIONS? RCIA  
Have you or someone you know. . . 
Expressed  an interest in becoming 

Catholic? 
Been baptized as a child, but not 

received the Sacraments of Confirma-
tion and Eucharist? 
Have a child older than 7 who's not 

baptized? 
The Order of Christian Initiation of 
Adults (OCIA) is  the  process  that  
prepares  and initiates adults into the 
Catholic Church, and is designed for 
those who have never been baptized, 
those  who  are  baptized  in  another  
Christian denomination, and those 
who were baptized as children but 
have not received the Sacraments of 
Holy Communion or Confirmation.   
  If you are interested in learning more 
about the Catholic faith,  please let Fr. 
Thien know. (304-364-5895) or 

 
Catholic Relief Services Col-

lection Next Week  
Next week, May 25-26,  our 

parish will take up The Catholic 
Relief Services Collection. Funds 
from this collection provide food 
to the hungry, support displaced 
refugees, and bring Christ’s love 
and mercy to vulnerable people 
here and abroad. Next week, 
please give generously to the 
collection and reveal Christ’s 
love to those most in need. 
Learn more about the collection 
at  ww.usccb.org/catholic-relief. 

https://www.walkingwithmoms.com/




May 5th, parish came together for a beautiful    
tradition: the May Crowning ceremony. It was 
such a special time where we honored Mary, the 
mother of God, and our very own mother too!  


