Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ.

This Sunday, we are entering the four-week Advent Season, which will last until December
24th. The term 'Advent' comes from Latin ‘adventus’, which means ‘coming or arrival’ in
English. This is a special time for Christians around the world to prepare to celebrate the
coming of Christ at Christmas — His birthday and also His second coming - with hope, peace,
joy, and love. In today’s Gospel passage, Matthew 24:37-44, Jesus tells the disciples the
second coming of Christ will be at an unexpected time, like the flood suddenly happened in
the time of Noah, when people were living their common ways of life — enjoying food and
drinks, celebrating marriages, etc. Then one was taken away, and another left behind. It
means that at that time, those who are aware of God’s presence and live according to God’s
guidance will be the blessed ones; those who will continue to live in God’s presence and in
God’s eternal kingdom, like Noah and his family. However, the unaware and unprepared
would be taken away.

Through our preparations during this Advent Season in prayer, doing works of charity, and
receiving the Sacrament of Reconciliation, we can treasure the gift of life with our family
members, relatives, and friends in a more complete way. We can be more aware of the
fragility and uncertainty of this life, and so grow in trust in God. As we treasure our precious
lives and the lives of our loved ones, may we have the courage to invite all who get lost in
worldly pleasures, suffering, or hopelessness, and those who haven’t had a chance to know
Christ, to live in God’s purpose. And, as we prepare to celebrate the Lord's birthday, may we
all be more ready to welcome Christ when He comes at the second time in His glory, with
hope, peace, joy, and love. Amen.

But as the days of Noe were, so shall
also the coming of the Son of man be.
Matthew 24:37

,UNBla'L,m,pe!‘{;j;}ﬁg; 7
\_t-;‘ !g .;;;"J.A_D/ ¥ o /)‘

-

St. THOMAS CATHOLIC CHURCH
Gassaway, West Virginia

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT—A
NOVEMBER 30, 2025

Gospel
Matthew 24:37-44

Jesus said to his disciples:

"As it was in the days of Noah,

so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man.

In those days before the flood,

they were eating and drinking,

marrying and giving in marriage,

up to the day that Noah entered the ark.

They did not know until the flood came and carried
them all away.

So will it be also at the coming of the Son of Man.
Two men will be out in the field;

one will be taken, and one will be left.

Two women will be grinding at the mill;

one will be taken, and one will be left.

Therefore, stay awake!

For you do not know on which day your Lord will come.
Be sure of this: if the master of the house

had known the hour of night when the thief was coming,
he would have stayed awake

and not let his house be broken into.

So too, you also must be prepared,

for at an hour you do not expect, the Son of Man will come."
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Readings of the week:

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

Isaiah 4:2-6 Isaiah 11:1-10 Isaiah 25:6-10a Isaiah 26:1-6 Isaiah 29:17-24 Isaiah 30:19-21, Isaiah 2:1-5

23-26

Psalm 122:1-2,3-  Psalm 72:1-2,  Psalm 23:1-3a, 3b  Psalm 118:1 and 8- Psalm 27:1, 4, Psalm 147:1-2, Psalm 122: 1-2,

4b, 4cd-5,6-7,8-9 7-8,12-13,17  -4,5,6 9, 19-21, 25-27a 13-14 3-4,5-6 3-4, 4-5. 6-7, 8.9
Romans 13:11-14

Matthew 8:5-11 Luke 10:21-24  Matthew 15:29-37  Matthew 7:21, 24-27  Matthew 9:27-31  Matthew 9:35— Matthew 24:37-44

10:1, 5a, 6-8



Administrator: Rev. Dominic Pham, SVD NOVEMBER is the special month to HAPPY BIRTH DAY
Email: dpham@dwc.org Commemorate All the Faithful Departed.
Phone: (304) 364-5895 In the spirit of communion of the saints, Kathy Bronkhurst —  Dec. 2
. .. . we, the faithful on the journey, Elise Taylor — Dec. 3
Director of Religious Education are invited to pray for the wounded Annie Green —  Dec. 5
Mrs. Pat McPherson soldiers in the purgatory this month. _ '
Email: pjy82pjm@hotmail.com Prayers for the Faithful Departed Rick Moss —  Dec. 6
More information on our parish L .
. Begin with the Sign of the Cross -1» LITURGY SCHEDULE
website: ttps://stthomasgassaway.org The Lord’s Prayer
. Date Readers Bring up the Extraordinary
Sharing God’s Blessings Hail, Mary Offertory Gifts Ministers
Glory Be November | Teresa Sutton | Shavers Candy Teubert /
Date Nov. 22 + 23, 2025 Apostle’s Creed 30 Tom Teubert
Prayer for Eternal Rest Candv Teuberi/
Collection 210 + 745 Closing with the Sign of the Cross ’T‘ December | Pat Shavers andy feube
7 McPherson Tom Teubert
Mass Attendance 13 +11 & 48 . . . . December | Candy Kathy & Marty | Pat McPherson/
Christmas Dinner & First Communion | - Teubert Bronkhurst Westley Carpenter

Thank you for your contribution

Liturgy Schedule

RISEN LORD CHURCH
SUNDAY MASS: 8:30am

Liturgy Schedule

ST. THOMAS PARISH
ROSARY: Sunday 10:30a.m.
WEEKEND MASSES:
Sat: 4:00 p.m. (Sunday Vigil)
Sun: 11:00 a.m.

WEEKDAY: Tue & Wed: 4:00p.m.
Thu & Fri: 8:00a.m.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION:
Every Tuesday at 4:00p.m.
prior to Mass

RECONCILIATION:
e Any time 30 minutes before or after
daily Mass, After Sunday Mass

e Other days by appointment

Sunday, December 14th, 2025
Please join us for fellowship in the hall.
A sign up list is in the hall,
please bring for favorite dish.

Christmas Flowers

If you plan to donate money for Christmas Flowers,
please try to have it in by December, 7th.
The Christmas Flower Offering envelope is in
your collection envelopes

Advent Penance Service

After 11:00am Mass + Lunch — Today, Nov. 30, 2025
Please set your schedule to join this special service!!

Fr. Edward Tetteh , SVD will serve us.

INVITATION FROM CATHEDRAL OF ST. JOSEPH
Mother Church of our Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston

We are having St. Joseph Cathedral Capital Campaign this
weekend. Your support will not only help to preserve our
historic church, but also to continue its mission as a place
of worship and unity. The envelope is at the back table.

Thank you very much for your generosity and love !

CCD in November
9:30am — 10:45am

December 7, 2025

OCIA

4:30pm — 5:30pm
Thursday, December 4 & December 11, 2025

THE ANGEL TREE is now set up.
Please select an ornament or ornaments
and write your name on the sign-out sheet
next to the tag number/gift item that you
had chosen. All gifts should be wrapped
with the ornament taped on the gift and placed on the
table in the parish hall next to the gift's ID number by
Sunday, December 7 I you have any questions or
if you are not able to bring in the gift by the 7th,

please call Marian (364-2497). Thank you.
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November 30 — FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Vocation Views:
Let us go rejoicing to the House of the Lord!

In God’s House is found true joy,

blessed are those called to minister in His Temple.
DIVINE WORD MISSIONARIES and

SISTER SERVANTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
800-553-3321

St. Thomas & Holy Rosary
Youth Gathering

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 2025
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LRisen Lord Food Pantry
Maysel, West Virginia

Thank You,

Thank You .... lll

to Benefactors & Volunteers
for Risen Lord Food Pantry
November 20, 2025:

Ann Hall, Mike Mance, Vicky Grose, Eva Tax, Cheryl Hensley,
Bruce Bienvenue, Kathy and Larry Schoonover,
Megan, Madison and Michael Murphy,

Rick Allen, Tom Tuebert, Marty Bronkhurst
Friends from St. Joseph The Worker Church in Weirton:

Cindy Hess, Mike Koenig, Yvonne Santin, Lori Ballato,
Michael Veltri, Frank Merenda, Ray Gajtka.
Your sacrifice and support made it possible
to share the love and joy of Thanksgiving

with 356 families.

May God's richest Glessings and grace

pour upon you,your families and friends.




