Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ.

After the joyful celebrations of Christmas, we now celebrate the Feast of the Baptism of the
Lord. This marks the start of Ordinary Time in the Church year. Today’s Gospel, Matthew
3:13-17, tells us that before Jesus began his public ministry, he went to the Jordan River and
asked John the Baptist to baptize him.

We can see God’s mercy, love, and humility both at Jesus’ birth and at his baptism.
Even though Jesus is the Son of God and Savior of the world, he was born in a simple animal
stall among those considered unimportant, like shepherds and outsiders. At his baptism,
Jesus stood with sinners in the Jordan River. The Jordan River is about 400 meters, or 1,300
feet, below sea level, making it the second-lowest place on earth after the Dead Sea, which is
at 414 meters (1,358 feet) below sea level.

This shows us the humility of Jesus. As St. Paul wrote, “Who, though he was in the form of
God, did not regard equality with God something to be grasped. Rather, he emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave, coming in human likeness; and found human in appearance,
he humbled himself, becoming obedient to death, even death on a cross.” In other words,
Jesus gave everything in God’s mercy to save fragile, broken, and helpless people—God’s
beloved children and creations.

John the Baptist was blessed to experience the joy of salvation from Emmanuel when Mary
visited her cousin Elizabeth, while John was still in her womb. Now, that same Emmanuel,
our Savior and God, came to John and asked to be baptized like everyone else at the Jordan
River, near the Dead Sea.

Like many who know Christ, John at first refuses to baptize Jesus, knowing that Jesus is
sinless and does not need baptism. Jesus is the one who can give baptism through his
water, blood, and the Holy Spirit, forgiving all sins and bringing new life even to the dead.
But Jesus explains that John must do what God has asked, so that God’s plan and the
teachings of the Old Covenant are fulfilled. Just as priests and Levites were required to wash
with water before serving God (Exodus 29:4; Leviticus 8:6), Jesus follows this tradition.

After Jesus is baptized by John, the Holy Spirit descends upon Him in the form of a dove,
and the Father’s voice from heaven proclaims, “This is my beloved Son, with whom | am well
pleased.”

As we have joyfully journeyed together with God and our brothers and sisters around the
world throughout the Christmas season, let us continue to walk with the Lord as baptized
children of God. Let us share God’s Good News of redemption and demonstrate His love and
mercy within our families, church communities, workplaces, and especially to those who are
less fortunate, suffering, or marginalized. Amen.

ST. THOMAS CATHOLIC CHURCH
Gassaway, West Virginia

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD
JANUARY 11, 2026

Gospel
Matthew 3:13-17

Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan
to be baptized by him.

John tried to prevent him, saying,

‘I need to be baptized by you,

and yet you are coming to me?”

Jesus said to him in reply,

“‘Allow it now, for thus it is fitting for us
to fulfill all ighteousness.”

Then he allowed him.

After Jesus was baptized,

he came up from the water and behold,
the heavens were opened for him,

and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove

and coming upon him.
And a voice came from the heavens, saying,

“This is my beloved Son, with whom | am well pleased.”

Readings of the week:

Monday Tuesday Wednesday

1 Samuel 1:1-8 1 Samuel 1:9-20 1 Samuel 3:1-10, 1 Samuel 4:1-11
19-20

Psalm 116:12-14-17-19 1 Samuel 2:1, 4-7 Psalm 40:2 & 5, Psalm 44:10-11,
7-10 14-15, 24-25

Mark 1:14-20 Mark 1:21-28 Mark 1:29-39 Mark 1:40-45

Thursday—Jan. 1 Friday

1 Samuel 8:4-7,
10-22a

Psalm 89:16-19

Mark 2:1-12

Saturday

1 Samuel 9:1-4,

17-19; 10:1

Psalm 21:2-7

Mark 2:13-17

Sunday

Isaiah 49:3, 5-6
Psalm 40:2, 4, 7-10
1 Corinthians 1:1-3

John 1:29-34



Administrator: Rev. Dominic Pham, SVD
Email: dpham@dwc.org
Phone: (304) 364-5895

Director of Religious Education
Mrs. Pat McPherson
Email: pjy82pjm@hotmail.com
More information on our parish
website: ttps://stthomasgassaway.org

Sharing God’s Blessings

Date Jan 3 + 4, 2025
Collection 505 & 1262
Mass Attendance 10+9 &48

Thank you for your contribution

Liturgy Schedule
RISEN LORD CHURCH

SUNDAY MASS: 8:30am
Liturgy Schedule

ST. THOMAS PARISH
ROSARY: Sunday 10:30a.m.
WEEKEND MASSES:
Sat: 4:00 p.m. (Sunday Vigil)
Sun: 11:00 a.m.
WEEKDAY: Tue & Wed: 4:00p.m.
Thu & Fri: 8:00a.m.
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION:
Every Tuesday at 4:00p.m.
prior to Mass
RECONCILIATION:

e Any time 30 minutes before or after
daily Mass, After Sunday Mass

e Other days by appointment

Christmas 2025 Flower Offering
In Memory/Honor Of:

Rick & Christine Allen: Allen & Frame Families—Jan. 10

McLaughlin Family McLaughlin Family—Jan. 11

Patricia McPherson—Jan. 13
Joe D. McPherson
Joseph & Theresa McPherson
Dorothy & Gerald Young

Constance Moore—Jan. 14
Deceased members of the Ashley,
Lazur & Moore Families

John Taylor—Jan. 17
Ruth Taylor
John Taylor
Archabald Taylor
Earnest Taylor
Frank Kitts

Maxine Taylor—Jan. 18
Opha Turner
Eva Turner
Kenneth Turner
Bud Turner
Ella June Patton

Phil & Theresa Peters—Jan. 25
William C. Taylor
Kathryn & Dick Minnich
Don & Frances Peters
Jim Carter
John Peters
Steve Peters

CCD

Sunday, January 11
& January 25, 2026

OCIA
Tuesday, January 13, 2026

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD
January 11, 2026
Vocation Views:

The Lord created us for a definite purpose,
he calls men to be his priests: “l, the LORD,
have called you for the victory of justice, | have
grasped you by the hand; | formed you, and set
you as a covenant of the people, a light for the
nations, to open the eyes of the blind.”

DIVINE WORD MISSIONARIES &

SISTER SERVANTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
800-553-3321

LITURGY SCHEDULE
Date Readers Bring up the Extraordinary
Offertory Gifts Ministers
January Candy McLaughlins Pat McPherson/
11 Teubert Westley Carpenter
January Pat Shavers Tom Teubert and
18 McPherson Candy Teubert
January | Westley Kathy & Marty | Fred Friend and
25 Carpenter Bronkhurst Mac Bailes
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2020 Men’s

Discernment

Retreat

WWW.WVPRIESTS.ORG

RISEN LORD FOOD PANTRY
Thursday, January 22, 2026

RISEN LORD FAMILY NIGHT
Thursday, February 5, 2026

PARISH COUNCIL &

FINANCE COUNCIL
MEETING

After today’s Sunday Mass
in Parish Hall

HAPPY BIRTH DAY

Melissa Duty — Jan. 16
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St. Thomas Food Pantry

Special Thanks !l

to Benefactors & Volunteers
for St. Thomas Food Pantry
January 8, 2025:

Marian Agostino, Pat McPherson, Dot Shimko,
Dale & Louise Elwood, Colleen Mahon,
Connie & John Moore, Rose DeProspero,
Vicki Bennett, Theresa Peters, Maxine Taylor,
Scoftt Lazur, Rick Allen,

Toney Marcum, Marty & Kathy Bronkhurst,
Tom Teubert, Kari Friend, Erica Mauldinto
Your sacrifice and service made it possible to share
the love and blessings of the New Year 2026
with 105 families and 24 Moms.

May God’s abundant 6lessings and grace
continue to pour upon your families and friends
throughout the New Year 2026.




